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INTRODUCTION

Priscilla Hayner, March 2015

Timor-Leste, formerly known as East Timor, today represents the success of a movement for self-determination.
We are able to watch with fascination as a new country takes root, matures, and takes its rightful place in carrying
outinternational and national affairs.

However, this independence, finally fully achieved in 2002, came at a high price, after many decades of struggle
against oppressive systems. Timor-Leste is a story that we can all learn from: its history includes colonial rule,
resistance, internal conflict, occupation, further resistance, concentration camps and widespread death from
famine. It finally had the opportunity to vote for its independence, but even this met a violent response from its
former occupier.

The United Nations and others helped in the transition to statehood after the independence vote. Part of this effort
was to help respond to the national desire for a full investigation into this history. The resulting truth commission of
Timor-Leste, known as the CAVR (for its acronym in Portuguese), was an impressive body, and after several
years of research and speaking with thousands of victims, it produced a stellar report. It stands outas a prominent
example amongst the many truth commissions around the world to date.

This accessible, popular version of the report, in its five volumes, is one further step in setting a new standard for
truth commissions. Like the full report, it is available in multiple languages. This English version should be
especially useful for teachers and students in many parts of the world who can now more easily access this
important story, with its universal relevance. It also provides a useful glimpse into how “truth commissions”
undertake their work. This illustrated version should be useful to adults and adolescents, but could also be of
interest to younger children. There are many parts of Timor-Leste history, for example, that show how war and
conflict directly and negatively impact children and youth.

| commend the impressive efforts of those who have made this popular version of the CAVR report available, and
hope this helps to reach the broader readership that the report deserves.

Priscilla Hayner is the author of Unspeakable Truths: Transitional Justice and the Challenge of Truth
Commissions, and an independent expert on transitional justice, based in New York.



EDITOR'S NOTE TO TEACHERS

Welcome to this comic version of the Timor-Leste Chega! report.

The 5-part comic has been developed with East Timorese colleagues and the blessing
of East Timorese leaders to make the full report available for practical use in the
classroom, including being easily photocopiable! It is sincerely hoped that teachers of
history, international relations, human rights, religious education and other subjects will
find it useful. As it is also available in Indonesian (www.chegareport.net), teachers of
Bahasa Indonesia might also find it a helpful language tool.

Why should schools and young people around the world study Chega?

Of the many reasons that could be given, | think the mostimportant is the story of Timor-
Leste itself. It is so improbable and amazing, it is guaranteed to excite and motivate
young people.

The Timor story is also highly educational. Itis informative in terms of events and players
but, more deeply, in terms of the values it teaches. No-one could study Chega! without
swearing off bullying, thinking twice about war and peace, and gaining a deeper insight
into human nature and human rights and the latter's global importance in today's
fractured, violent world.

Lastly, a word on the nature and use of the comic book.

Teachers should understand that Chega! is essentially a report on human rights
violations committed on all sides in Timor-Leste over 24 years. It takes a particular,
though fundamentally important, perspective. It is not a comprehensive academic
treatise.

Teachers should also appreciate that as a human rights report, Chega! identifies
perpetrators and victims and assigns guilt and that it does this regardless. The
Indonesian military (not the Indonesian people) are prominent in this gallery of guilt but
East Timorese and big name players in the UN, such as Australia, the US, UK and
France, also qualified for this dis-honour board.

As a comic, the product also simplifies and presents its message in black and white.
Teachers are strongly urged, therefore, to familiarise themselves with the full report and
the compelling human stories it contains and to use it and the comic version hand in
hand.

Pat Walsh
padiwalsh@gmail.com
www.patwalsh.net
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Kopassus
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Human Rights and Justice)

Comissao de Acolhimento, Verdade e Reconciliacdo de Timor-Leste
(Timor-Leste Commission for Reception, Truth and Reconciliation)

Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against
Women

Conselho Nacional de Resisténcia Timorense (National Council for
Timorese Resistance, established in 1998)

Comunidade dos Paises de Lingua Portuguesa (Community of
Portuguese Speaking Nations)

International Convention on the Rights of the Child
Community Reconciliation Process

Forum Komunikasi Perempuan Timor Lorosa'e (East Timorese Women's
Communication Forum)

Frente Revolucionaria de Timor-Leste Independente (Revolutionary
Front for Independent Timor-Leste)

Gerombolan Pengacau Keamanan (Security Disturbers Movement)
Pertahanan Sipil (Civilian Security)

International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights
International Committee of the Red Cross
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the Investigation of Human Rights Violations)

Komando Distrik Militer (District Military Command)

Komisi Nasional Hak Asasi Manusia (Indonesian National Human Rights
Commission)

Komando Pasukan Sandhi Yudha (Sandhi Yudha Special Forces)
Komando Pasukan Khusus (Kopassus/Special Forces)

Komando Rayon Militer (Military Command at the Sub-district Level)
Komando Region Militer (Military Command at the Regional Level)
Klibur Oan Timor Asuwain (The Association of Timorese Heroes)
Kitab Undang-Undang Hukum Acara Pidana (Penal Process Code)
Kitab Undang-Undang Hukum Pidana (Penal Code)
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NGO
Pertamina
SGl
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ubDT

UN
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UNHCR
UNTAET

Non-Government Organisation

Perusahaan Tambang dan Minyak Indonesia (Indonesian Oil Company)
Satuan Gabungan Intelijen (Indonesian Intelligence Unit)

Tenaga Bantuan Operasi (Operations Assistant)

Tentara Nasional Indonesia (Indonesia National Defence Force)
Tonsus Peleton Khusus (Special Platoon)

Partido Trabalhista (Labour Party)

Unido Democratica Timorense (Timorese Democratic Union)
United Nations

United Nations Assistance Mission in East Timor

United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees

United Nations Transitional Administration in East Timor
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TYPES OF HUMAN RIGHTS
VIOLATIONS

ccurced from the time of the interal conflict

Sadl«j, I have +o tell you that lots of
diffecent kinds of human rignts violations
o
in 1975 until Timor s independence. in 1999.

What are human
( igh’fs?

Human rignts are the basic rignts of all people to live well. Everyone
has the same rignts cegardless of race, age, religon or sex.
Governments are responsivle for the protection of the human rignts
of +their citizens. National and intermational laws define people = rignts
and the duties of governments to protect and promote these rignts.

For example, when a government imprisons
people without a fair +trial or tortures people, it

/4

is Violaﬁng numan righ't’s.

Correct. Now we are going to talk about
different types of uman rignts violations
such as kilings, disappearances, famine,
forced displacement, detention and torture.

Oh, so thats what Yov mean when yov
+alk. about different -hjpe,s of numan
(ignts violations?




Tnere are still many more types of violations. But for now

we wil falk about the most grave or sefiovs violations and

those violations that caused the most suffering for civilans
during the conflict.

Do these sorts of violations
happen in all conflicts?

Well, they shovldnt! Even when thece is armed conflict,

the different grovps fignting are obliged to protect human
fights. There are also special fules that apply during
conflict. Tnese rdes are known as the laws of war.

Laws of war?

Laws of war are laws that apply
during armed conflict. Eg. they
prescribe that civiians cannot be
targeted, imprisoned or tortured.

(1l i

CAVR could not investigate all the human rights violations that occurred between
1974 and 1999. CAVR only had the resources and time to investigate the most
serious violations of some rights. These were: the right to self-determination; the
right to life (killings, disappearances, famine); the right to freedom from torture,
unjust imprisonment and unfair trials; sexual violations; violations of children; and
violations of social and economic rights. Based on its research and interviews with
witnesses, CAVR made findings about the nature and extent of these violations and
about those responsible. 85,165 violations were reported to CAVR. 71,917 of these
were perpetrated by the Indonesian security and their proxy militias.




According to CAVR, now many

Sometimes during conflict we near \

that a neignbour or friend has died
of disappeacred. Women, men and
childcen ace all vulnerable when +he

= N
3 "'; e Llaws of war and human rignts are
= ignored. /
7
Q
(&)
g
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civiians died from kilings and other
factors such as famine or >

= disappeacred between 1974 and l999;%/
ﬂ .
e

ot y]
b N =" o
::::— _ () 1 / e
= P —
lf::i —— VCA\/Q estimated that a minimum of 102,800 civiliams\
1 = 9 —| died 1974-1999 dve to conflct-related cavses. Of this
total about 13,600 civiians were unlawfully kKiled or
disappeared and a minimum of about 84,200 civiians
R died from hungec and ilness. Both sides kiled and
e disappeared civiians during the conflict, but the

Tndone.sian militar Y was ¢ esponsible for most of
these violations.

How did CAVR calculate the

number of people who died? Ei 6
b




CAVR's conducted specific
research on the civilian
death +toll.

CAVR counted over
319,000 graves in public
cemeteries;

Conducted a random
survey of 1,300
households; and

Analysed the data and
information that was

collected from 8,000 gi
witnesses.
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CAVR says that its finding is a
technically defensible minimum but
probably underestimates the true total
number of deaths. In part this is due to
'memory-loss' because whole families
and communities were wiped out
leaving no witnesses to the facts.
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Human Rights Notice Board

On this notice board are +he
human rignts concepts that
must be uvpheld.

The right to life All people have the right to life. A
person can only kill another person in self defence.
Governments must protect peoples lives and punish
people who kill. During war, civilians, prisoners of war or
soldiers who are sick or wounded, cannot be killed.

1l

The right not to be forcibly disappeared
International law states that no one can be forcibly
disappeared in any circumstances, including war or
an emergency. States have a duty to prevent enforced
disappearance and to investigate and prosecute
perpetrators. Disappearance violates the right to life,
liberty, security and freedom from ill-treatment. It is a
continuing offence when perpetrators continue to
conceal the fate and whereabouts of the disappeared.




T think yov remember that before Indonesia
invaded there was a civil war in our coum“aj.
Conflict usualltﬂ resuts in violations of human fignts.

On, Yoy mean violations
occurced when there was
conflict between UDT and

Fretilin?

That's rignt. Now well look at
the kilings committed b(j udbT
and Freilin.

Killing by UDT during
the Internal Conflict

Before UDT launched its Armed\
Movement on |l August 1975, members
of Fretiin and UDT had begun
criticising and attacking each other
in Ainaro, Ermera and Manufani
resuiting in some deaths. UDT said
the objective of its action was to
seize power so that it could remove
extremist elements from Timor +o

head off Indonesian in*rervem“ioy




We must speak objectively. That a war took place is
part of our history. UDT started it, then Fretilin
avenged the kilings during the “counter coup.’ At the
time, there was little respect for humanity or justice....

Carlos Vicente de Sousa, witness, Darulete)

(
T
w

CAVR found that:

Following the 11 August Armed Movement, UDT members and
sympathisers killed individuals believed to be leaders and supporters
of Fretilin in Dili, Ainaro, Liquica, Ermera, Manatuto, Manufahi,
Bobonaro, Oecussi and other districts. The civil war was also an
excuse to settle local disputes for personal reasons. Killings by UDT
continued in September as Fretilin advanced towards the border.

LY
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CAWR believes that the UDT

Central Committee did not

give an order for people to
Kill civiians or prisoners.

However, CAVR found +hat the UDT leadership
at the time of the amed movement was
responsible. for the viclations committed by

theic members. This was becavse UDT leaders
vsed radio broadcasts and other means to

incite their members to engage in armed action
without aving adequate systems of command
to regulate the behaviour of their members.

_—— -
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L5 /3 F [ from this Ul AUQUS’H movement the crisis arose that
7 = e others have spoken about. People kiled each other,
’ SN many people. 1 regret that many people were kiled. Not
just Fretilin kiling UDT, but UDT also kiled Fretilin.... We
need to slowlcj carty out an investigation so that we
can undecrstand where +hezﬁ died.
(Domingos Oliveira, former Secretary General of UDT).
\ A 7,_1' /i ﬂ: L 2 T Lo\
= - .
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Tne UDT coup detat occurred and UDT stacted
arresting people. Among those faken prisoner was
my father, José Maria. He was held in Mas.... and i !

then taken to Same. When Ffalintil was advancing on ‘ (

Same. from Ailey, UDT members fled to Natarbora, .
Manatuto, taking Il Fretiin prisoners with them.... On . \
fhe morning of 27 August, a truck was drven past ; i~ .

our house with the || prisoners in the back. The ‘\_] ( !

——

prisoners were surrounded btj armed guards, but

apparently they were not tied up. My father raised ’

a7

his arm and made a fist as they drove past.... v

UDT had wamed vs that if we didn+ want to be

S\

kiled we should flee to the forests, so my mothe,
younges brothers and sisters and 1 fled to a
nearby hilttop. While we were there we heard gunfire
coming from Meti Oan beach, Wedauberek. Four days
later... Falintil troops from Same found the bodies
on +the beach in Meti Oan.

(llidio Maria Jesus, Witness)



And then did Fretilin
do what UDT had
done.?

Yes! In response to udTs
movement, Fretiin began a
‘Grenecal Insurrection on I8
Auvgust. Atthougn UDT continved
to commit Kilings, from this
point on Fretilin became tne
major pefrpetrator.

Killings by Fretilin during
the Internal Conflict

One nignt the people of Saboria Vilage heard that more
fhan 100 prisonecs were being taken from the prison in Ailey
to Manifuninun, Aissicimou. Among the prisoners was my son-

in-law, fFelisberto dos Santos, who had been captured by

Fretilin in Soibada.... Several of us went secretly to

Aissicimou.... We were stil some distance from them. Not long

after that we heard gunfire and screaming. The gunfire

lasted for about 15 minutes. We didnt see exactly what

happened after that becavse as soon as the screaming

stopped we went back to Saboria. To this day no one
knows exactly how many people died in that massacre. Some

say 90, others say as many as |0 people were kiled.

(Alexandre da Costa Araujo, witness to massacre at Saboria,
December 1975).




CAVR found that:
In response to UDT's armed action, Fretilin

committed serious human rights violations N, A Al Ey

against members and leaders of UDT, and on \ -

a smaller scale, of Apodeti, which could not be . I
justified under any circumstances. Members of
Fretilin/Falintil were responsible for almost half
of all documented killings and disappearances _ r——
in 1975. P ¥ =

S
8

a./ﬁ \ As the Indonesian invasion loomed, Fretilin moved
their prisoners from Dili and other regions to Aileu in
the mountains. They were angry with UDT and others
\ for inviting Indonesia into Timor and concerned

7 s & prisoners would fall into Indonesian hands and give
Z 4 “ them information harmful to the Resistance. Many
prisoners were executed by members of Fretilin in
Aileu, Maubisse, and Same between December 1975
and February 1976.
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Mum and Dad taugnt us it is
not good to fignt each other.
Tnat's cignt isnt it?

/ A that time manuy Timorese
were onltﬂ thinking of

themselve s. Thetﬁ were not using
Heir hearts and minds. Th@lﬁ did
teccible things to their own
\ friends and families.

When ‘Hne,(ﬁ did those
+eccible things, did ﬂne,aj
feel '\“hetj were doing
the wrong thing or not?

The leaders have
acknowledged that what *Hne(j
did back then was rea.lhj




Looking back: responsibility

1 want to begn btﬁ saying to yov all that I
did wrong against my communttyy. Al +he UDT
victims that Fretiin kiled, it is my fautt. Al
the Fretilin victims Kiled by UDT, it is my
faurt. Becavse T initiated the || Avgust
movement. I accept full responsibility +o
establish the Jrrurrh‘. If yov look for who was
+o blame., uov don+ need to look =o far. T
was at faot. 1T wil carcy the weignt of this....
There was no order to arcest Fredtilin
members and take them to prison. We were
suprised to see that the prison was
suddenly full. There was no order from the
(uDT] Central Committee. This action was
spontaneous...and many people acted for
tneic own pecrsonal reasons, lbecavse of what
had happened in] earlier years, and the.
TIMOR LESTE grasped this opportunity and yust took people
acbitracily... Eve,rcj day I went to the UDT
prisons and released 50 to 60 people. So
there was no control. Who is at faut? I am
And from this Ul August] at faut. I accept this. You do not need to
movement fne Crisis acose that look. for many people to blame. So man
othecs have spoken about. people kiled, close to 1,200... We forgot dur
People kiled each other, man b . ,
igge st (esponsxbmﬂj_. T did wr ong, becavse I
people. 1 regret that many did not understand the Timorese people
people were kiled. Not st peopie.
Fretilin kiling UDT, but UDT also (Jodo Carrascaldo, leader of the Armed Movement
kilea Fretilin. UDT killed Hacee and former Member of the UDT Central Committee)
people in the prison in
Palapaco...and fretilin reacted to
the Liling in the prison. Mamj =
UDT prisoners also died, so man
died. Some were Killed in Ailev,
some. were Kiled in Maubisse, and
others were kiled in othec
places. We need to slowly carry
out an investigation so that we
can uvnderstand where me,tj died.

(Domingos Oliveira, Former Secretary [\
General of UDT)

|
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If you want me o say who killed
them, 1 do not know. I was not
here. Now 1 say that the massacres
by Fretilin, Fretiin as an organisation
must take esponsibil'rhj. I+ was not
a Fretilin mas=acre, but a massacre
by elements of Fretilin, but Fretilin as
an organisation must take
responsibility becavse of the
context, and I do not cun away from
this... Who was responsible for the
Kiling in Allev and in Same.? Tf we look
at it from the point of view of
stice we need to consider individval
responsibility. Wno was the person
who ordered the kilings? From a
political pecrspective it becomes a
matter of collective re,spor\sibil'rhj, the
responsibility of the organisation.

(Mari Alkatiri, Former Member of the Fretilin
Central Committee)

UBLICA

I want to say that in this
process of war so many
died. T dont want +o la«j
blame. here. I think it is
important for us here +o
set out the facts... it is

troe that Fretilin killed many
UDT prisoners... UDT also
kiled Fretilin prisoners...T

want to...concentrate
attention on what is the
Commission's focus, human
fignts. A this time I was

+he Commander of the

Acmed Forces. T must take

responsibility for much that

nappened.

(Rogerio Lobato, Former Falintil
Commander)

ﬂhere was a lot of confusion. Everypody was heated, mh
blood ran hot, and becauv=se of +his ThC’LLj beat each other,
violence happened. When this one won he would take

vengeance on that one. When that one won he would take
his vengeance on this one. This is what happened in (975.
Tnis is a problem in our country. For example, some people
who worked in a place and were fired. They took vengeance

on their supefiors when they had this chance.

(Francisco Xavier do Amaral, Former President of Fretilin)

" N
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Killings and disappearances during
the Indonesian occupation 1975-1999

%

Killings continued to occuc
aftec Indonesia invaded Timor. |

That's rignt. Soldiers in -tne

Resistance kiled and
disappearanced people throuvgnout

the occupation but mainly in the

By contrast, members of

ABRT and tneir auxiliaries

engaged in 5tjs+e,ma+'\c and
widespread Kilings and

disappearances for the whole
of the occupation. /\ g
v Téum 3
YA LA, Arer— @
[
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initial period of +the conflict.



AT 1

By colecting statements and testimonies from
witnesses, CAVR gathered a lot of factual
information on kilings and disappearances

committed by the Indonesian miitary, police, and
Timorese armed groups controled by the

Indonesian military.

/ Oh, so Timorese
continved ‘o kil each
othec even thougn the

internal conflict nad
ended and the
Indonesian militar Y

\ had arcived?

Yes, that's what happened.
The Timorese communi“ﬁﬂ wa.s
divided between those who

(esisted and those who joined
the Indonesian campaign.

Viclence and kilings shouldn +
have happened. We should
have worked together
against the enemy.




Killings and disappearances by the Resistance
1975-1999
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/In addition to the kiling of prisoners mem'ior\e,d\

above, during the early part of the war Fretilin
members continved to kil people associated with

UDT and other political parties. As the crisis
deepened and intermal splits developed, fFretilin also |

kileda some. of their own people and Falintil and & i

In 1976-77, power struggles between Fretilin
military commanders and breakaway grovps led
by Aqules Freitas, Francisco Ruas Hormay and
Jose da Siva resuted in muttiple executions of
these three and their followers by Fretilin.

2



In 1977, Fretilin was also split when Nicolau Lobato accused Francisco
Xavier do Amaral, the president of Fretilin, of beng a traitor because he
advocated the option of surrender to Indonesia by Timorese then under
Fretilin control. Xavier do Amaral was expelled from office and the party,
detained and tortured. Others accused of treason endured severe
detention or were subject to mass executions.

CAVR concluded that
Fretilin or falintil leaders in
the dominant faction had

behaved in a 5r055h3

intolerant manner and
denied their victims duve
process.




CAVR also found that the Fretilin or Falintil
leaders in question should take responsibility
for the orders they gave and the grave
violations of human rights that resulted from
those orders.

Killings of civilians by Fretilin/Falintil continued to occur
1980-1999 but fluctuated in numbers from year to year
and were far fewer than in previous years. Victims
sometimes included Timorese who were working as
local officials in the Indonesian administration.

er"tl.

Eaclier, yov said that the Indonesian
mil'rranj committed the most violations.
What happened?

Ok, let's look at
this next notice




Killings and disappearances by the Indonesian
military during the 1975 invasion

The violations committed were not isolated,
individual incidents by rfogue soldiers. They were
the product of institutions whose culture and
policies encouvraged or tolerated such violence.
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Many different levels of the military were involved in
killing and imprisoning people - Korem, Kodim, Koramil,
Babinsa, Battalions, Special Forces, Combat Regiments,
Hansip, and paramilitary groups like Tonsus.

From August to November 1975, the Indonesian Special
Forces and the Partisans conducted covert operations in the
border region inside Timor-Leste. At least 20 civilians were
killed during this period in the Bobonaro district. In October,
five Australian based journalists were killed in Balibo.
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During the full-scale invasion of Dili 7-10 December 1975,
ABRI killed 200-300 people in various parts of the captital,
including Colmera, Vila Verde, Matadouro, Ailok Laran, the
harbour and Maloa river. Many of the victims were of
Chinese origin. Those executed by ABRI at the wharf
included Isabel Lobato (wife of Nicolau Lobato), Rosa Muki
Bonaparte, Bernardino Bonaparte, Francisco Borja da Costa,
Bimba da Silva and the Australian journalist Roger East.

BN

MATADOURO

YT
o

K was told to stand vp and lean against
the wall in order to watch ABRT/TNI Kiling

people in the harbour. T was leaning against (RS
+the wall, facing the sea, and saw ABRI

kiling people and throwing their corpses] in

the sea... They were ordered to form lines

and then were shot all at once. Wnen one

grovp was finished, another group would come

forward. Each grovp was of around 20 people.

(Alexandrino do Régo, witness)




[Thetﬂ] asked, "whoever is Fretilin raise cjour\
hand?" "Can anyone. speak bahasa
1 [Indonesian]?" ...nobody raised their hand, but

there was someone who spoke Indonesian
and they pointed out lwho was Fretilin]

(Witness)

ABRI came straight to our housex
and ordered us to get out...In
Matadouro we were split into +wo
groups, men in one group and women
in the other. Then the men were all
shot dead. I saw ABRI shooting
them. I witnessed that with my
own eyes.

\ (Maria Filomena Godinho, witnessi)

Aftec the invasion of Dili
was Hiere less violence.?

LA A R |

No! The violations
continved and achuall«ﬂ
increased during the
occupation.




Killings and disappearances by the Indonesian
military, 1976-1979

Petween 1976 and 1979, Indonesia began to increase\
its hold in Timor and seize many places from
Freilin/Falintil's control. ABRT attacked Aas

(Manufahn)), Natacrbora (Manatuto), limano (Manatuto)
and Mount Matebian where many people lived

together with the Resistance. /

Tne Indonesian military bombarded their targets
from the sea, air and land. Tens of +thousands
of people who were captured or surrendeced
were confined in concentration camps.







What happened to the
people who surrendered or

were captured?

Those in the camps were not permitted to leave...unless
ordered to do =o by ABRI. Those suffering from hunger
were forced to go hunting in the forest 5ecre“rl<j. If i+
were known +he<j had gone betjond the boundar(j line. ﬁ*n@j
would be considered...[to have hadl contact with Falintil.
These people... usvaly were immediately kiled.

(Father Jose Tavares, who lived in a refugee camp in Natarbora after he
surrendered in 1978)

/Qe,sis'fa.r\ce, fignters captured by ABRT were
vear during the peciod 1976-1979. In

killead every

the ficst nalf of 1979, however, there was a
macked increase in the kilings of Fretilin

leaders and Falintil commandecrs often monthns

of yeals after they had surrendeced or been

captured. These kilings and Indonesian military

\ advances left+ the Resistance very weak.




Whece is my nusband?

T havent =een him
for a long time. where my father is?

Sir, do you now

He's gone to have Your father has
gone to school.

Many peopled were killed and disappeared during the
transition between Operation Seroja and the transfer
of military responsibility to ABRI's standard military
command structure. In some districts ABRI made a list
of people to be killed or made disappear. The practice
of killings and disappearances was conducted in many
places and many people knew about it, including
prisoners. In many districts the practice was known as
'Having a Bath' or 'Going to School'.

Whe,r\e:ve,( T ale‘e,d about my nhusband, the NI would alwatjs
answer: "Maype he's gone back to the forest" ... Sometimes we
want to forget, but we cant becavse our hearts still hort. It is
hard because we stil dont know for sure where his bones are.
Wnere did they kil a?d bury h}m? Often, when he was little, my

son would ask me: Wh:j dont youv ask the big shots where

father was kiled? Wnere was e buried?’ He was just a child,
but he too wanted +o know and that was not easy.

(Maria de Fatima Vaz, witness at a CAVR Public Hearing) /

/

Among +the documents was a red book that contained
the names of 375 people who were going to be executed.

(Testimony to a CAVR Public Hearing by Constantino de Santos,
a Former Hansip who looked after documents at Koramil Quelicai)




CAVR concluded that ABRI carried out these killings and disappearances to
prevent the revival of the Resistance by eliminating its surviving leadership. CAVR
said the plan was systematic and coordinated at the highest levels of the military.
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Killings and disappearances by the
Indonesian military, 1980s

Led by Xanana Gusmao, the Resistance started +o
rebuild following its sefiovs losses. It mounted
several bold attacks to demonstrate it was =il
active. This invited he,awj crackdowns b(ﬂ +the
Indonesian military including a large operation in mid-
198l to destroy the Resistance once and for all.
This was very distuptive of normal life. When my
friends and 1 should have been at school, we had
to stay home. Many people were imprisoned,
tortured, and died during this peciod.

Tne military mounted Operation Kikis and
forced civiians to form a human fence or
fence of legs (Pagar Betis) to look for
the resistance in the bush. The operation
was massive. 1t involved at least 60,000
civiians, 12,000 regulac troops and tens of
thovsands of irregulars.

-
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CAVR reported that in the last days of
Operation Kikis, Battalion 744 attacked Ffalintil
in the area of Laclta. At the time, a large
massacre of civiians, including women and children,
occurced near the Rock of St Ah‘fhoﬂ(j on M+t
Aitana. By most accounts hundreds were killed.

/ On 10 Jure 1980 the Resistance
attacked military posts in Marabia and
Becora in Dili. The military mounted a
massive opecation in response. CAVR
received the names of |1l people who

were executed (some in public),
disappeared or died in detention from
torture or severe deprivation. Several
hundred people, many of them women

and chidren on their own, were exiled
\ to Mauro island. /

The actions of the military were taken to collectively punish
people whom they suspected were Falintil sympathisers.

Taken in response +o Freﬁlm\
attacks on militar Y posts, the
inhumane. retribution was also
designed to crush the spirit of

\ the new emerging Qesis+ance,./
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The strategy of colle,cﬂve,hﬂ
punishing the Resistance and
civiians was also used in Mau
Chiga in August 1982, and in
\ Kraras (Vigueque) in August 1983.

The Mau Chiga Tragedy

In August 1982, Falintil attacked a military post in Mau Chiga, near Ainaro. The
military retaliated severely. Mau Chiga was razed. Several hundred people were
relocated to Atauro island, leaving the village nearly empty. And in the weeks and
months after the attack, the military made many arrests, used torture and rape
during interrogations, burned hundreds of houses to the ground and executed
civilians, sometimes in public. Some were killed at what the military called Jakarta
2, an execution site in Builico where people were thrown over a 300 metre high cliff.

il m'lliﬁl,.) li




In the 1990=, thougn the numbers
dropped significantly, people were stil
being kiled and disappeared.
Thankfully, during this peciod the world
began to pay attention to the
violence. in Timor. J

That's cignt, on Tuesday 12
November. The militac Y shot lots
of demonstrators, many of +them

I remember your story
about the 'rrage,dcj at Santa

Cruz. That happened in 199,
young students, at the Santa

Cruz Ceme’re,nd in Dili.




Killings and disappearances by the
Indonesian military, 1990s

Tne military shot many peaceful
protesters in cold blood at the Santa
Croz cemetery in Dili where they had
gathered to commemorate the Kiling of
Sebastiao Gomes Rangel, a clandestine

activist, who had been Kiled at the
Motael chureh two weeks before. CAVR
believes it is possible that vp to 270

demonstrators were Kiled and that
K some. 200 are s=till missing. /

Six vnarmed men were lined vp in a
ditch and executed on |2 I&Y\Ua.ﬂj 1995
in Gariana near Liguica. The executions

followed a clash between the

Reistance and the military the day

before.




Because of international and domestic pressure, the military conducted
investigations and court-martials following the Santa Cruz massacre and the Gariana
executions. Only 10 low-ranking members of the 72 security personnel involved at
Santa Cruz were tried and convicted. They were discharged from the military and
given light sentences from 8 to 18 months. Two of the military responsible for the
Gariana killings were dismissed from the military and given 4 year sentences.

However, it is possible they did not serve their time.
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S, Another example is the mitary retaliation after
v 5 |9 attacks by Falintil in Alas in October and November
\ g"' 1998 and the executions by Falintil of four men
= suspected of being infeligence agents for +he

military. The miitary kiled, disappeared and detained

e\

\br\-(ﬁl

So when did +the

kilings and 1o
disappearances finish? A
S

e

lots of people.

Our blood continued

to be spit cignt vp
il we decided our
ownN desﬁr\zﬂ and

even afterwards. /




Killings and disappearances by
the Indonesian military, 1999

That's rignt! 1999 saw the end of
it but it was also a vear of
intense violence b(j the
Indonesian militacy vntil they lef+t.
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CAVR found that

In 1999, Indonesian security forces and their
auxiliaries conducted a coordinated and
sustained campaign of violence. Their
campaign was intended to intimidate the pro-
independence movement and to ensure a pro-
Indonesian result in the UN organised Popular
Consultation. Thousands of civilians were
detained, hundreds of thousands were forcibly
displaced, and at least 1,400 people were
killed or disappeared during the course of the
year. The majority of fatal violations took place
in April, before the signing of the May 5
Agreements, and in September-October, after
the announcement of the result of the ballot.
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The militia kiled and disappeared people with impunity
becavse the Indonesian auvthorities did not constrain
them. On the contrary Indonesia gave them political and
legal recognition and funding. In addition the military vsed
them for its purposes. I+ mobilised, trained, equipped,
bank-rolled, and sometimes led, the militia.

On 6 April 1999, about 2,000 civilians who
had sought refuge in the Liquica Church were
attacked by Besi Merah Putih militia, together
with soldiers and riot police known as Brimob.
As many as 60 civilians were massacred and
unknown numbers disappeared.

On 17 April 1999, Aitarak militia led by
Eurico Guterres held a pro-autonomy rally
in front of the government offices in Dili. A
number of high-level government and
military officials attended the rally,
including the Governor of East Timor, the
Mayor of Dili, and Indonesian military
commanders. Worked into a rage by
Eurico Guterres, the militia then went on a
violent rampage around the city
culminating in a targeted attack on the
home of Manuel Carrascaldao where some
150 displaced people had taken refuge. Mr
Carrascalao's son was one of the 12
people murdered during this attack.

On 8 September 1999, Dadurus Merah Putih
and other militias, led by the Indonesian
military, attacked hundreds of refugees who
had sought safety in the Maliana police
station as the town erupted in violence after
the 30 August vote. At least 71 people were
killed during this period.

Over the two day period 20-21
September 1999, soldiers from Battalion
745 randomly shot a number of civilians
as they retreated from Lospalos through
Dili and on to Kupang. One of those
murdered was the Dutch journalist
Sander Thoenes.
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Thne Indonesian gove,rur\me\mx

dicectly financed the militia This contributed +o

and supported their massacres happening
activities. Indonesia faied in 1999.

to protect the people. /

On 6 September 1999,
Laksaur militia,
supported by local
high-ranking military,
attacked hundreds of
refugees taking refuge
in the Ave Maria
Church in Suai. At
least 40 people but
possibly as many as
200 were killed,
including three priests.

—

I want to gve you a message. If the pro-
independence supporters win, it is not only the
Indonesian government who must accept the
consequences of this. Tne UN and Australia must also
resolve this problem. If +his happens, no-one wins.
Everything will be destroyed. Timor will be extinguished.

It will become worse than it was 25 vears ago.

(Colonel Tono Suratman, Military Commander in Timor-Leste,
\ in an interview with Australian television in 1999).




In 1999, victims of killings and disappearances were
predominantly men of military age with a real or
suspected association to pro-independence groups

such as CNRT and student and youth organisations.

However, since the objective of the military and its
allies was to intimidate the general population into
voting for “integration” with Indonesia, their target
was broad and their methods indiscriminate. Thus,
women and children seeking refuge with their
families were also killed during massacres.

////

We are grateful to God
becavse in 1999 the Timorese
people got their independence
and the colonial occupiers left

our courﬁ'rtj.

L% "L-
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learning the lessons of

But, dont forget the
importance of properly
recording the
oppression that was
expecrienced and

that time to help build
our future. We also

need to demand that

the perpetrators take

responsibility for their
cimes.




Conclusion

/.H was for those reasons that CAVR recorded all the information
+he,¢j gathered about human rignts vioclations between 1974 and 1999.
Men, women and chidren were. victims of violations committed btj
political parties, the Resistance, the Indonesian military and the
militia. People died from kilings, executions, massacres, and torture.

People‘s basic rignt to life was not respected. /

—x

\979 1983 \99 &

But CAVR concluded that +he Indonesian mil'n“artj\
were responsible for most of the kilings of
civiians during the occupation. On a far smaller

scale, the Resistance also kiled and disappeared

people. and in 1975 UDT and Fretilin Kiled people.. /




\ﬂ)ecan)se thece wa)

no accounfabili*hﬁ, law
or stice, the tragc
loss of lives

continved to occuc

and even receive

support. /

During the conflict
nearly every ‘Fa.miltj in
Timor lost a familtﬂ
member who +he¢j loved.

T dont want a
tragedy like +nat!

That's why it's realy We must also ensure that hose
important to remember those responsible for protecting peoples
who died and to valve and (ignts like the police and the
protect the rignt to life. militacy folow the law and are
held accountable for their actions.




CHAPTER 2
FAMINE AND FORCED DISPLACEMENT

i / = A

/ The kilings that occurred are one type of

sefiovs numan rignts violation. The people also
suffered in other ways during the conflict such
as having to live with constant insecor'mj and

often being displaced. But famine cauvsed the ><
most deaths. (< \ N
Re, By \ \
e
e B T N \ \
N \ % |
; Tnat's cignt! As a pact ow‘:\

& its mandate to establish
the truth regarding past
human rignts violations,
CAVR conducted an inquiry
into displacement and
famine. in Timor-Leste

R during 1974-1999.

p—

/This inquicy was critical +o\ : Just imagine what it would

undecstanding how much be like to be regularly
suffering the conflict cauvsed. displaced from your home

Being forcibly displaced and and community, having fo

suffefing the consequences live. in the bush away from
was a defining feature of the —evices - whece +o live
)

long conflict in Timor -Lesﬂ”y where to get food and

medicine, go to school,

exposure to the elements,

being separated from vour




Does +this mean that many
Timorese people died of
=stacvation?

CAVR calcvated that at least
84,200 people died from hunger and
ilness becavse of +he war. That's
the same as 342 ci'hj bu=ses with

\ each bus Ca.(ﬂjiﬁg 100 people. /

Wow! So many victims! T

cant pos sibly imagine. how This is the sort of inhumanity that
many that iz occurs when human (ignts are ignored
and laws are replaced with a dog-
eats-dog mentality.

Which rignts —~ \
were violated? N . | '
s (100l 11 (] ]



Human Rights Notice Board

/
The %ollowing fignts must
be upheld even during a
+ime. of conflict.

The right to food

All people have a right to live free
from hunger. Even during war, all
sides to the conflict must ensure
that the people have access to
food. They must also not prevent
aid organisations from providing
food.

The right to shelter

All people have a right to a safe
and dignified place to live.
Governments must provide housing
and cannot forcefully evict people
from their homes except for their
own health or safety.

Rights during conflict

According to the international Laws
of War, civilians who are not
involved in the conflict must be
protected. Parties to a conflict are
not allowed to use famine as a war
strategy.

The right to freedom of
movement

Even though there is war, everyone
has the right to freedom of
movement, to choose where they
will live, and to be protected from
forced displacement. Citizens who
move must be able to prosper,
including having access to food,
clean water, shelter, and health
care.




during the conflict becavse
their (ignts were. violated. everyone involved feels +he:ﬂ are fignt.

/4

People. suffered evel (e
[ ople. su ven mo When internal conflict breaks out

Tney fignt each other and compete to

e the country. But what happens is

they make people suffer even more.
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You dont Know
I know how +he coccect Look! T have a
to cook this cecipe.! secret recipe.
food bes=t!




Displacement and hunger during
the Internal Conflict, 1975

N

Tensions between political parties got worse.

Many people were displaced and, according to
the International Red Cross, between 25,000
and 50,000 people fled to West Timor.

ﬂr\ 1975 the sitvation became heated. People
began to throw stones at each other, to

fignt each other using spears and machetes.
Some people dug celars as a place to hide...

Eve,nﬂor\e, left their homes and hid in

neignbouring areas. Some fled o hide in caves
for three months. The food sitvation was
difficult, and many grew hungry, but T\Obodlj

died of stacvation.

\ (Witness from Bemori, Dili)

Disp lacement an d When Indonesia invaded there was a

. massive and often chaotic displacement
Sfamine after the i’

of people to the mountains with Fretilin.

Some. people fled spontanecusly. Others
were organised by Fretilin.

/ In the intecior, Fretilin set Up\

bases de apoio or support centres
for civiians and the Resistance.
These lasted for neacly three
uears ontil the last one was
desj'ro%e,d in November 1978.
Women s groups, youth and others
provided logistical support and
medical assistance and ran
education and social activities.
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A Young Woman's Perspective on Life in a base de apoio

| was 13 years old when the Indonesian military invaded Dili. | ran with the people of my
suku, Manlala, to Lehutala, and then to Fatuberliu. Together we built huts and a school, we
taught the children to write using charcoal and their fingers in the sand. We made a
communal garden to help all the families, but people still died from hunger and disease. The
school only ran for two months because the Indonesian military attacked. We built another
barrack in Lakudadur, near Fatuberliu, but we weren't able to harvest our fields. In 1978
there were about 400 to 500 people taking refuge in Fatuberliu.

People helped but they also didn't have enough food. We organised the Solidarity and
Support Committee (Comissao de Apoio e Solidaridade, CAS) to share food with the
refugees in Sarin, Fukiran and Fatuberliu. CAS also taught people how to boil drinking
water, build toilets and others aspects of hygiene. With help from a nurse, we made
traditional medicine from roots and vegetation. Even though the situation was difficult, we
could gather together at night, put on plays, sing, dance, tell stories and create music for the
struggle. We didn't just passively accept our situation.

Maria José da Costa
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At ficst, the people who lived there were safe from
the Indonesian miitary. But as the Indonesian
troops got closer people had to keep moving and
there was no opportunityy to plant food crops.

s -~
So W\e(j had to relocate ¢ o 0
to another place? Y
“ =
Rignt, becavse Indonesia ’; S
continved +to attack. &
‘ <, o

Between 1977 and 1978, the Indonesian mil‘ﬁranj
attacked Fretilin in the intecior where people
were living and destroyed all the food sources.

\T}' ¥y 1 Tens of thousands of people,\
< had to flee =so ‘t‘h&tj were.
not able o plant gardens.

[ The results were
catastrophic. Thousands died
/ Y S e ® from hunger and disease. /

—_—
/ Fretilin retreated to Mount \ < 2

Matebian near Bauvcav which had @ \ )
been prepared as a location for /
refugees. But when Indonesia SN
began an all-out attack on +the \/ '.“’«..,)
mountain, life there became =

K intolerable.

l\ut‘
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" When we evacvated from Uamori, people began to die.
from stacvation or from ilness. As we walked, death
stalked us... Not only old people, but children, through
lack. of food. The old people walked, their strength all

gone, carfying just one tTober or sweet yam and a little

watec in a bamboo container on their backs. This is how

many of us died. The dead were scattered all along the

way. Others died from the mortacrs, 80 to 100 a day....
Those we could, we buried. Otherwise fne,tﬂ were left

benind. How can we now find their bone=? Tney rotted
st as they were. We saw T of & people were sitting
while leaning against a +ree. The,(ﬂ leaned against the
tree and died like that. Fies and dogs were around

them. In our hearts we were teccified.

(Cosme Freitas, testimony to a CAVR Public Hearing)

7 4 dn L
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Cholera killed more than ten people\
Childcen were dying like flies. Mothers
wefe cruing and moaning for their dead

children s spirits. There were several
mothers who wanted to kil themselves

or became craz_(ﬂ.

(Maria do Ceu Lopes da Silva Federer, former
International Red Cross volunteer, Atauro)




Pecavse the sttvation was so tignt some Freilin
thougnt it best to tell the people to surrender,
but others didnt agree.

ﬁh@re was a discussion among members of the Fretilin Cen*rh
Committee. Some =said, 'if possible, we should follow tne example
of other countries: children and the elderly shoudn't nave to go
to the forest, we must pay attention to [tneir] economic and
health needs. We dont have the means to support everyone " But
others said: If we dont prepare the people politically, morally
and mentally, then we wil not be able to main*rua.ir\ our leg'mmac%
and fulfil our duty as the main party in Timor.” Fretiin decided
That everyone lmu=t] evacvate. After everything was prepared,
then they covld come down [to surrender].

(Marito Nicolau dos Reis, Political Assistant at the Uaimori Base.
Testimony to a CAVR Public Hearing)

A the end of 1978
fFretiin made changes o
their 5+ra+e,g<j and let

people surrender with the
idea that the people
would continue Jrc? tignt
for independence . Tneir
hands and feet could

surcendec to the enemy,

but their hearts were
still patriotic. /

1) / o=




Surrender and famine in Indonesian
concentration camps

Many people who hid in the mountains
suffered and died from hunger. Those
who surcendeced were hongrtﬂ, wealk
and frigntened.

Those who surrendecred or were cap+®
were neld for extended periods in
control centres without access to

adequate shetter, food, clean water and

medical care. Thousands died in these
army-conte oled camps. The ar mtjls
priofities were secuity and military
objectives not people s welface. Tne

military refused intermational aid unil it

had achieved its militacy ob}e,cﬁve,s./

Y

Aid agencies knew from the Church in
ear ltj 1977 that Timor was in Clisis
and had asked permission to visit. In
September 1978, ambassadors from
eleven countries visited Timor and
spoke about humanitarian assistance.
However another twelve months
passed before the military allowed

intecrnational agencies to deliver aid in

K September and October 1979. /
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Tre. sitvation obsecved by Mr Carlin (Program
Dicector for US Catholic Relief Services, CRS),
a seasoned veteran of |4 years celief work
in Asia, was, in many locations, one of
infense human suffecing dve to illness, nunger
and starvation. Death rates were hign. Those
criﬁcallzj il and dtﬂing were not limited to the
very young and the very old - normalltj the
first to succumb to sickness and stacvation.
Many persons in their prime years were duing.

(CRS Submission to CAVR)

for the three months I was there, we wecrent alowed o
go further than one to two kilometres [from the campl.
If we did, they would suspect vs of making contact with
Fretilin. In Uma Metan there was no drinking water. The
water source was far, about 500 metres from the camp.
If we wanted to get water we had to be escorted by

Hansip or soldiers, and only the strong coud do the round

Tp. The weak ones woud die along the way and were jst
left there on the slopes. We were gven food, but only

one =small can of corn per person per week. We could cook
only a hanaful every two days. Becavse of that, many

codldnt endure the hunger and eventually between five and
six people died each day due to hungec ... Tne soldiers
intentionally punished people day and night.

\ (Tome da Costa Magalhaes, camp survivor)

2, The presence of interational
ofganisations in 1979 was dve to the

teccible sitvation of famine across all of
Timor-Leste. This assistance came one
year aHer‘ the reports from the
ambassadors visit. Imagine, one year
latec! But still it helped.

\ (Gilman dos Santos, CRS worker, 1979) /




~

The biggest and most notorious prison
camp was the island of Atauro near
Dili. 4,000-6,000 people from +he main
island were forcibly transfecced to
Atavro by the militacy.

Tne majority of people brougnt to Mauro
were not political detainees or armed
resistance fignters. Most were ordinacy
vilagers from areas where the
Resistance was active. The military vsed
the strategy to '5epara+le +the fish from
the water.

Mamﬂ women and
childcen lived in that
camp.




Yes. The military took many of our friends to Atauvro. Life
there was very harsh. Local people helped but over 300
people. died before the International Red Cross was
permitted to come in 1987.

)
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How long did they live.
at the camp?




The mili‘t’artj began o return them in
1983. Eve,r:jor\e, was ceturned by 1987
except |7 famiies who chose to stay
on Aauvro. Those who returned were
=till controlled b«j the mili‘\“a(lj and
some. were put in new internment

\ camps. /

These new centres
contined as part of the
militac Lj's =tc a.'t’e,gcj
against the Resistance.

/Kampung Mulia was a new site on the coast n&)

Laga. Detween 1979 and 198|, about 205 famiies
wece forced to move there away from the forest
where the military thougnt they mignt support the

Resistance. Wnen some people refused to go

there, their houses were bumed and crops and

livestock def;rro%ed. /

Kampung Mulia? What were
the. conditions like thece?
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Tne people living in Mulia did not have houses, beds,
0 cooking equipment, food or clothes. As a
(= consequence about 150 people died of hunger and
disease. At that time those who died were buried
@ naked and without coffins. between & and D
people were duying every day.

(Witness testimony to CAVR) /
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Why was there famine?

« Mtj children, the. famine was not
-‘ 0 caused by bad weather.
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A< was =aid above, the famine would not have
occurred if the Indonesian milH’a.(Lj had allowed aid
to be delivered or people to return to theic vilages
~ to work in their gardens and fields.
¢~ |
F o . |
¢ ¥ But the military didnt let people go
4 g, S home. becauvse W\ecﬂ wanted ‘o isolate
v the Resistance and wipe it out.
e

for the same reason, the military only allowed g %
aid to be distributed to people under their
control. The military did not permit agencies to N /
gve aid to people stil in the mountains becauvse
they wanted to force them to surcender.
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Did famine. only happen
in 1978-797

To come to the point, it is\
clear that Indonesia must take

responsibility for the big famine
of 1978-79 becavse its militar Y
policies and practices were the

cavse of that ca+a5+rophe./

oz O

Food shortages and some localised
famines occurred throughout  the war.
But the great famine was in 1978-1979
when the mili'raﬂj deliberan‘elcj starved
masses of people into surrender as
part of its strategy to de,srrrocj the

resistance.

7
. /

forced displacement and
its humanitacian impact
continved until 1999.




Forced displacement and
deprivation in 1999

Tre militia engaged in a lot of violence before

and after the Popular Consuttation in August

1999. Many people fled and sougnt protection
in remote vilages and with the chucen.

/be,wcore, the ballot, as many as 60,000
people, particulady in the border area,
fled their homes to other pacrts of
Timor-Leste. They retumed home only
to register and to vote, then went
\ back to their hiding places.




Aftec the Popular
Consuttation the military
and their militia lavnched
a 'scorched eacth’ policy.

Yes. Many people were
teccorised, detained, violated,
kiled and forcibly displaced
throughout Timor.

The Indonesian miitary and the militia picked up
people from their homes and hiding places like animals
and put them on trucks and boats to West Timor.
Official documents strongly suggest that the
Indonesian government planned this mass forced
displacement before the vote.

Aftec the ballot about nalf
the population - some
400,000 people - were
displaced. More than

250,000 of that number
were forced across the
border into Indonesian

West Timor and neignbouring

islands while the rest took

refuge in the mountains and
busn of Timor-Leste.

/
L,




Pecavse the militias carfied sharp weapons the
people were afraid and just obeuved. Otherwise we
would be shot dead, our lives taken... People
followed the militia on foot.... The militia forced
me onto a tfruck... and went straignt to Betun.
In Petun we suffered a lot... We only stayed
there for fwo months. On 26 November we heard
information that refugees could retum. We
fegistered and went back home fignt away,

(Regina Beanto. Testimony to CAVR Public Hearing)

Conclusion

S

from what we have explained, it is clear that
forced displacement led to illness, famine

and death. Forced displacement caused more
deaths than any other form of violence

during the war.

V

CAVR found that Timor-Leste experienced repeated peciods of displacement often in
massive numbers between 1975 and 1999. Tne consequences were far-reaching. besides
hunger, disease and death, periods of forced displacement often made possible
violations of other civil, political, economic and cuttural rignts such as imprisonment,
Torture and sexual viclence. The expecience also destroyed peoples wil to live
becavse their animals, house, land and food were all taken or destroyed, of people
were moved to places where it was difficut to grow a garden or plant cice fields.
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Tne Indonesian miitary forcioly displaced
people so they couvld be controlled for
military reasons.

The military and militia vsed violence and bureauvcratic
obstruction to frustrate efforts by agencies to provide aid
to the in+e,rnall¢j displaced in 1999. The humanitacian response

to the flood of refugees to West Timor was good thougn
many refugees found life in the camps there very difficutt.

It+'s very sad that

S0 mamj people died O S ; — R Ll

| =1

of hunger. i

|
| |
Come on, let's go
to see where
Dad was

imprisoned here.
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Yes. When are you going to
tell vs about being in

prison? iy s
y)
)
\ >
N / \W\
° \° |-
\ 5 Don+t forget son, the
v_ ordeal of being in prison is
not easy +o talk about.
- [
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CHAPTER 3
DETENTION AND TORTURE

Detention was the most common
violation during the occupation. Lots
of Timorese including your mothec
and me were detained in this
priso‘r\. We were always hungry and
didnt know when we would be let
ouvt or free again.

/In prison, you are alwatﬁs\

vinecable to other types
of violence =such as torture
and sexval violation, and
even being kiled or

\ disappeared. /




CAVR received reports of 25,347 detentions.
Those responsible were:

e 82% : Indonesian security forces
e 11.8%: Fretilin/Falintil

« 3.3% : UDT

e 0.4% : Apodeti

e 2.5% : Other entities




Relevant human rights norms

We were detained without knowing what we
had done wrong. We onl<3 wanted independence.
Many prisoners werent gven a +rial, they
were st put into prison, tortured, and
treated like animals.

The celevant human
(ignts vles ace:

. Everyone has the right to liberty
of the person and the legitimate
exercise of fundamental rights
such as freedom of opinion and
expression, and to freedom
from arbitrary arrest or
detention. If somebody is
detained, this must be done
through a fair and just legal
process.

2. Torture and cruel, inhuman and
degrading treatment is a grave
violation of human rights and is
prohibited absolutely in all
circumstances.

Torture is the infliction of severe pain or\
suffering, for the purpose of punishment,

intimida-tion, coercion, obtaining  information
or a confession. Torture degrades a person's
dignity and inclides acts such  sleep

deprivation, restraining a pecson in painful
positions such as standing vp for a long

time, keeping a person's head hooded, and
death threats.




Detention and torture by UDT
and Fretilin

During the intermal conflict in 1975, UDT detained
Fretilin leaders and members in every district except
Oecussi, and I’T\OS’HLﬁ in +the districts of Dil, Ermera
and Bobonaro. In retaliation, Fretiin detained many
hundreds of UDT and Apodeti leaders and
supportecs. After it established its administration,
fretiin gave ICRC access to prisonecs.

/ Together with my Familtj and neignbours, udT \
detained us in Palapago. For two days they
infercogated me and beat me with a belt until 1
bled. After that we were released by the UDT
leaders at Palapaco, Jodo Carrascaldo and Manvel
Carrascaldo.

\ (Luis de Jesus Guterres, Fretilin)

/Thexﬂ yeled "Communist!" as they beat arh

Kicked Sahne's body until he staggered... A
UDT guard told us that we were in detention
becavse we were al communists. Sahe asked
him whether he knew what communism was. He

=aid: Communism, tﬂ&&h, ah, T am not =uce’

and ne lef+.

(Xanana Gusmao, on his and Vicente Reis'
K detention by UDT)

ﬁ\ the truck on the way fo Cocluli they
kicked and slapped vus... If we asked
for water, +hetj would bring direrﬂ water
and spil it on the ground so we would

have to lick it uvp. Some friends could no

longer stand the thirst and Hhe,tj]
drank their own sweat and urine. Thece

were 10 of vs detained in Corluli.

(Jose Guterres, Fretilin)




Aftec the Indonesian invasion,
Fretilin continved +o hold several
thovsand people in detention.

ﬂos’f prisoners hem

b(j ubT were
released after 2
weeks becavse the
ubDT action was
short-lived but, while
being neld, many
detainees reported

being ill-treated,
poor sanitacy x
conditions, a lack of
food and water and

-
being vsed as m

forced labour.

Y

/Freﬁlin were armed with speacs and\
arfows when they came to Seloi-
Malere. They arrested me, my
parents and my siblings. They
accused us of hiding weapons. They
dragged us along the street, then
tied us vp and beat us.

(Amelia Mesquita, UDT) /

ﬂ\ the wa from Same +to Aileu '\“hh

beat uvs at all the posts we passed on
the way. In Maubisse Commander
Socares said: We are all sinnecs in +his
world. God who is innocent wil forgve us.
Why don + we, human beings, forgive
each otner?’ The beating stopped. But
then they continved +o Ailev and beat
Us on the way. Th@tj beat us every

nignt but none of us died.
(Joao da Costa, UDT) /




Between 1976 and 1979 when it 5+h
controlled parts of Timor, Fretilin
established a Popular Justice
5Ljs'?‘e,m and camps called Renals to
re-educate membecrs or civiians who
differed from the leadership in
theic political views of whose loyalty

was in dovot. /

Was the process of
popular justice fair?

No, not always. CAVR found that Popular \
Tustice trials were often based on political
grounds, wece grossly unfaic and had
ovtcomes that inclided +he defendant's

execution. /




Detention and torture by
the military and militia

Acbitrary acrests, detention and ’ror*mre\
occurred in all districts of Timor-Leste and
in every year from 1975 +o 1999. CAVR
documented 20,779 reports of arb'ﬁrrartﬂ
detention bcj the Indonesian security
forces. In 19,999 cases, victims and
witnesses reported torture of il-tfreatment

b(ﬂ the mili’t’&\"lﬂ. J

T was only 4 wnen ABRT arrested me
and muy mother ... becavse my older
brother was a member of Fretilin. Trney
took vs to Sang Tai Hoo.. that very
nightt *Hnecj intercogated my mother.
They slapped her, hit her, spat on her,
gave hec electric shocks, burmnt hec with
Cigarettes and threatened hec with a
pistol. 1 just watched .. after that,
ABRI =aid that small chidren dont lie.
The,lﬂ =started +to torture me. One
soldier twisted my ear and sat me up
on the edge of the window on the
second level so that 1 could =ee down
to the road below.

(Testimony by Maria Jose da Costa to a CAVR
Public Hearing)

They took vs to the command headguarters, then 'T‘Y\e,tj\
took us in one of ABRI's fanks to the port. Wnen we got
there, they stripped us down o our underwear for 15 days.

Aftec that they took us to the detention centre at

Tropical, then to the bBalide prison. When we got to the

prison, they intecfogated us, beat vs with ifon bars, burmnt
vs with cigarettes, gave us electric shocks and used chairs

to crush our feet.

(Testimony by Marcelo da Costa Pereira to a CAVR Public Hearing)/




Timorese. Hansip officers who were
pact of the military apparatus were
also involved in detaining and torturing
people whom they suvspected of
association with the Resistance.

The largest detentions occurred when the
Indonesian military moved whole famiies or

a whole community to places lice Atauro

island of to new camps they had set up.

J




thj are you
5+anding over
hecre Dad?

It was in this cell that your mum,
- "N other Timorese, and 1 were imprisoned
J = and tortured. They forced vs to admit
4 A= to things that we never did.
e

Why did they
imprison vou?
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At that time our parents were involved in thne

Resistance. Tne miltary imprisoned lots of people
including those who didn+ know a +hing about what
was goir\g on.

(Whafr year did ‘Hnetj
let you go?

BN
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_W\e,tj let us go not long _ ‘9

after the Santa Cruz /
Massacre. Thezj stacrted
to ease up on detentions

arovnd that time.

i

Your mum and dad were released when Indonesiex
began what it called the normalisation of Timor.

However +he security apparatus shifted its focus
to the clandestine movement. After +the Santa

Cruz. Massacre on |12 November (99|, many membe(s
of the clandestine movement were imprisoned.
Xanana Gusmdo, the leader of +the Resistance,

was captured in Dili in 1992.

10




Detention and torture spiked again in 1997 when the
military cracked down on the Resistance after it
carcied out a spate of attacks around the time of
the Indonesian national elections in Ma(j. Acound +his
@ time, Kopassus established militia groups in each
‘ district and recruited many young Timorese.. & rise in
+the number of detentions followed.
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/De*ren*ﬁor\ and il-treatment increased again
in 1999 after the decision was made +to
hold a Popular Consuttation. The military
and militia vsed every means of violence,

including imprisonment and torture, to

\‘mﬂuer\ce +he vote in Indonesia = favour.

Do you love. the
Red and White?




It's hard to imagine Wnen you Fhink about it, kids like
that these teccible us must have gone fhrougn these

things happened in ordeals too.
our country.

Tnat's trve. No one was spaced. But T'm
afraid ‘o say we havent finished uet. Thecre

were =till more violations.
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